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Week 5

FAITH HEALING



Is it “medical”?

•  A medical treatment is intended to 

 ___ an illness or injury

•  heal

•  palliate

•  prevent

•   Does faith-healing claim medical status?

•   Should it? Does it matter?

2



Is it “quack”?
(or pseudo-, fake, sham, etc.)
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•   Are treatments untested, unproven, or disproven 

  scientifically?

•   Do treatments only operate via unknown or 

  unnatural mechanisms?



Where’s the social psych.?
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•  “Faith”: belief without evidence

•  Perceptions, judgments, experiences

•  Personal identity issues

•  Social influences



Videos

5

•   “A Question of Miracles”—Full documentary

•   James Randi Exposes Peter Popoff – 

     From “An Honest Liar” documentary

•   Shorts – Various sources

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9QaHJUC1aAg
https://youtu.be/Q3b-q9W0AJw?si=eMTaXH4Ls-MrfW9D&t=1862
https://video.wixstatic.com/video/c7ae15_95158fd33e224c9bbe320b19fe1102e6/480p/mp4/file.mp4


end
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